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James Jackson, Principal                               
 

 

Pelican Family, 
 

Our 2021 School Performance Score (SPS) has been released. I am very proud to 
announce that we remained a B rated school despite the challenges we have faced the last few 
years. Our 2019 SPS was our first B rating in school history. We did not receive a score in 2020 
due to in person school ending in March of that year as a result of the pandemic. Our latest SPS 
breakdown shows that we continue to excel in 5 areas and have significant room for 
improvement in 2 areas. We excel in Progress Points which measure how much our Pels grow 
during their time with us. We excel in Strength of Diploma (SOD) which measures the 
certifications, dual enrollment, and college credits (AP/CLEP) our students earn. We excel in 
Interests and Opportunities (I/O) which measure the amount and diversity of our elective, arts, 
and extracurricular (sports and club) offerings. Finally, we excel in our Graduation Rate and 
Graduation Index, where we have set a new PAHS record in each area for the 4th year in a row.  
 

We have a lot of room for improvement in our LEAP and ACT scores. Our plan to 
improve in these areas includes improvement in teacher training and retention and the 
implementation of Pel Prep which gives our students daily LEAP and ACT support. Our 
district has also made a significant investment in resources to improve ACT scores. 
 
  I truly believe that if we had finished the 2019-2020 school year normally and received 
an SPS score for our work that school year, we would have done the unthinkable, but we will 
never know. To turn around and achieve the things we did during the 2020-2021 school year 
that we began on a hybrid schedule, with dozens of students learning virtually, and with our 
lowest attendance numbers in years due to COVID protocols is simply amazing. We maintained 
our B status and even improved in some areas. 
 
  We have come a very long way, but we continue to strive for absolute EXCELLENCE in 
everything we do. There is so much more greatness ahead for our school. Thank you all for 
everything. I am blessed to be able to serve and witness. Let's see what happens next as a 
result of the work we are doing now... 
 
  The mission of Port Allen High School is to maximize good character and academic 
achievement so all students become productive citizens. Today is another great day to be a 
Pelican! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Jackson 
Principal 

Port Allen High School                                             GO PELS!  


